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An iniportant New Orleans matter not reflected in any NO FO file I've seen $s a Not 
Recorded Serial in 105-02555 and was indicated for filing in another FBIEQ file at the 
time the memo was written on 11/8/68, 62-109060. This involves me in two different ways, 
which I'll explain. The withholding is of the public domain and is lA. ie hq Kle because the 
.Same information is repeatedly disclosed in NO FO files. I made subject copies and can 
cite two of these many, 89-69-114 and 186. The withholding is of the name Johann B..ph. 

Throughout this memo Branigan refers to Rush not as the source but as the "informant." 

This has many meanings, one that many relevant records are withhold. This means 
FBIHQi, NO and San Francisco, perhaps also the Shreveport office. 

x t also tends to add meaning to how Johann Rush was at the ITM to make movies of 
Oswald that later had such great significance and how Oswald had unlisted phones for 
personnel of the TV station in his address book, as I recall also a connection with an 
advertising/public relations agency. 

What it seems to add up to is that the same ftswnld was has long been suspected of 
having an FBI connection, a matter supposedly investigated by the Commission, just happens 
to know how to get himself TV coverage and of all things by an FBI informant. This then 
is witliheio^from the Commission, which was to investigate and report on all, with the FBI 

as its major investigative arm. 

t 

Explanations: whatever the official mythologies, if any, my work in New Orleans 
included no investigations ofjsiay Shaw. My interest was Oswald. * considered what I later 
learned, that it was inevitable for Shaw to have been an FBI and CIA source (if not more). 

I regard thin as proper for one in his position, given the nature of the ITM. Suppose for 
example that someone had tried to assassinate* Somoza when he came to N.O.? The ITM O l&c 
was a first-rate source of important and legitimate commercial and industrial intelligence. 

Having no means I stayed where I could. I've told you about Matt Herron. There was 
also a college, lit. professor, also a political informant for the FBI, named John 
Joerg* I kne^ha was an informant when I used his hideaway, not his home. It was on 
Robertson Uptown N.O. (No records provided from N.0.F0 files although Commission 
records leave without doubt he is in them. ) I also stayed on Jackson Avenue with a Mrs. 
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY . 
NOVEMBER 22, 19G3 . 
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On November 8, 1068, Supervisor Clonn^JT'rto^r** ’the 
6an Francisco Offlco called. Ho adviood that^ _J vhilo 

In tho New Orleans aroa, Iiad taken eomo movie llix. ox Leo* Harvey 
Oswald pausing out loaf lots for tho Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 
Tho informant’s father, who resides in New Orleans, was con- 
tacted by two male individuals who represented tbemsolves as 
being with tho International World Trado Center and who said 
they wore interested in contacting tho informant in ordor to 
obtain tho film ho had for District Attorney James Garrison. 
According to Hartor, tho informant wa3 inclined to make this 
film available to Garrison, but was first chocking with tb# 
Bureau. 

Darter was instructod to advise tho informant that it 
wan solely his decision whothor he mado tho film Rvntleblo to 
Garrison or not and that tho Bureau could not counsol him. • 
Harter stated that if tho informant complied with tho request, 
ho would furnieh a copy of tho film ho had to Garrison cud 
would retain tho original film,;.. 

It was pointed out to Hartor that tho informant had 
originally taken this film in bobalf of tolevision station 
WGDU in Now Orloans and that tho informant might want to consider 
whothor tho station had any px*oprietary right in the film. It 
will be noted that tho prints from tho film have appeared in 
tho Warren Commission Report end, tborofore, the plctux'C3 are 
in tho public realm. 

ACTION: 

For information. 
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1 - Mr. Sullllvan 
l^-'Mr. Brnnlgan 



I''- Mr. Rozamus 
-^1 -Hr.^nitaan 

CZl -2- 103-62535 ( Oswald) , 
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«. w whose 00 ^ oodftw had to esc.,. ea ias,™ ^ , 

owned by a doctor and with the intent nf filling Carriaon. „, 

hia mother add was ^captured placed la a .akin. security WltuSfJ?^! 

interviewed hia 7/4/66 „r 69.) The lae, uf vol™^ hoepiteUsetious loll... , 

hia having heea in ,e uch . ith Woehingtor ol aiJ 

When he wan hospitalised d C IA phene »„ber and name were found in hia pocket. I have a 
copy of tMe end «,*.« record.. provided hy the .other hut not iadudad in nr referred 

to in any records provided from any files by any a/tencv T> 

y any agency. It 10 my recollection that these 

records include the numbers called in Washington. 

: Th0re "* WOY<,CatlVe 0l ““ to ° f *"’*“* in ell ef thie. Per er^ple, the a^eftnk 

I've referr^t^unta Tomer, knew all about the kirkputriok ha™. furniture 

arrangement - ... 



CIV w ~T r»“ * a Ulikl 

aWgement^ enanta and their personal lives and subsequent careers. (Marge had a 



VO^ large heuee and rented mo™. invading to K.O. police™.. She reserved . (o _ t 
.lave quartern for . firat vieliaiet of the ».o. Syphon for the eeaaea beginning taher 

“ ““ aVaUa “* ,0 ” “ *“ »«»t tine..) Accorete irfoyktlce, „ j 

learned whoa I taped recorded the firat conversation t*tw.en thee, two w«en, begtalng. 

** * ftW J0Cr4 Un - — h-. the tdod of piatol Godfrey had obtrdaed 

at the ascylum, a take I'd aet heerd of te fe„. *, W ae . wither. P^Cge ^ lt t . _ 
The doctor never reclaimed it. ^ 

It is difficult to avoid the suspicion that Godfrey is among those who may have been 
-d in some of the Abending work that has since become public - and not he alone in 
New Orleans and the area. I was fascinated by the voids in his recollection of his life. 

F °r ° ne eXai0Ple ' ^ to ° Wledge ° f Castro activity in the New Orleans area. I have some 
of his preparations for writing on it. (fflsy/poetiy was pretty good;)#* r* cJU {j fa* 

Because Turner had claimed to have known him I asked her if she would care to go to 
Jackson with me* 

* 

(l/ transportation was a Piet sporto oar provided by the Fiat dealer and art fancier 
H act loo . non of other parts. d.B.Velo. Th ie was bec.u. I lard befriended hi. foyer 
■»!». Manger. Douglas lethbridge, ea eutheatic CIA ty*. who wen oleo o Itay of Hgn 



:n 



prisoner* He claimed to have been a ^astro government official and a boyhood neighbor 
of Castro* s* When I phoned Lethbridge to ask for a cheap rental car, not knowing of his 
mental illness, Vela remembered me and would not accept payment for the use of the^iat* 

%i3 was very helpful, considering that in those 15 days I had only four real meals, 
on other days being able to afford only a skim milk and vitamins breakfast and a 190 
hamburger for supper*/) 

Just before lunch time Godfrey told me lunch time was approaching, that after lunch 

they were required to rest^andjnot to return until that period was over* I asked him if 

✓ 

I could bring him anything* His response was that he*d like a malt* Turner interjected 
chocolate* The mother later t old-hat from boyhood malte^f milkshakes were a virtual 
addiction with him - and only chocolate* 

Godfrey was homosexual but he married a prominent woman, reputedly then with child* 

The marriage didn* t lost, whether or not ths >> l^t.hpr*$^acc ount is dependable* I spoke to 

the not-since-remarried wife, who happened to have been friendly with Shaw or friends 

oj^ his, one of whom gave her marriage party# •■<wife told me she had been interviewed 

by the FBI* I've seen no such repor^^nd no referent or indicatio^of any such interviews# 

A A - _ 

Garrison and his chief investigator thought I was crazy to move in with Marge and 
tried to talk me out of it# But they were the best accomodations I ever had in N*0* f 

1 * M 

a convenient location and thanks to the CIA# even a nice sports car* Moreover, arge was 
very informative* Although a bit flakey and of the ultra right and with a sign reading 
"Register Communists, Not Guns" at her front door* I checked out some of her information# 

In the course of this I came upon a lead to Johann Rush*/$e had left N.O* and the 

f • 

people at WDSU said they'd lost track of him# In this checking I obtained the names and 
address and I think phone number of his parents, as I now recall, at Shreveport# 

You will recall my interest in his footage and in the Six prints he provided the 
FBI and the 17 he gave the Secret Service almost none of which are with the Commission 
records at the Archives# 

For your better understanding of this I repeat that the FHE was looking for a third 
OJo/aM mA* Pm. 

‘miu^refused to provide the identification of the fingerprints not Oswald's on his literature 

, — ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ • ■ • - ' Jr — TT" — ' ,V; ' ' 
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and in the N.O* records seeks to withhold the names of the printer and his assistant/ L “ 

Both are not secret# ^died in Hurricane Camille* before then 1 interviewed him twice, 

1 % rJ.S'/lrlT 

the second time with th^ ftBvieteiUr and on tape* Each denied that Oswald was the man who 

pickedfthe printing up. Each separately Selected a number of different views of a man 

other than Oswald r a3 the one who did* ^e was an FBI source* I told you I have a ‘Third 
J A 

Man" file* When I was able to get the Secret Service to deposit its copy of the Rush/ 

WDSU footage at the Archives it had an identification it required much effort to ge^rom 
the Archives after I 3aw it. The wrapper said that U cwald and two other men were shown 
distributing literature outride the ITN f as Jesse Core and others told me* (One of the 
others was the NO leader of an anti-Castro group who was service manager for the Fiat 
agency *£meven identified an automobile he 3 aw involved. Remember, I told you ^ringuier 
had given the FBI a license number and the FBI withholds it still, even after Commission 
testimony to it?)So, I wanted to see the stills, especially because both Jesse Core and 
the then WDSU news director both told me the footage had been reduced by the time the 
FBI returned it. 

When I obtained the lead to Rush through his parents and the misinf ormation that he 
had left all his film with his parents when he went to San Francisco I asked one of the 
Assistant d to get the pix. He wanted me to go to Shreveport, for which they offered 
to pay* I regarded this as something they could accomplish by a phone call and refused, 
urging them to call first and then send an office hand. 

I then left for Dallas, with a ticket privided by a former FB^SA who figures in 
these records hut not in tlie N*0. files and in some of the records provided under PA, 

Paul Rothermel, Jr* He remained an FBI source when he became chief of security for fl*L*Hunt. 
I had a copy of the manuscript of a spook black book76£ig^ally titled L^unerioue Brule * 

±e titled by Garrison 1 a suggestion into Farewell America *! have a full account of the 
leaking of this black book to Garrison* It includes persons who are mentioned in the 
records provided but no single reference to or indication of this is provided* One 
is Richard Case Nagell. Another used the name Rose and appears to have served the CIA. 

(if the FBI has Warren ^nckle* 3 account it is not dependable and is self-serving. the 
former and disliked SA William Turner was the chief dupe, a real sucker*^ 



I had been away from home for a month* I was tired and unwell* The day before I* was 
to leave Dallas Garrison phoned and insisted that I had to return to N.O# on my way 
home because of a major "find” or "discovery” of his* He insisted to the point where I had 
little choice* 

-^glane J 

My luggage ma n a g ed to get lost, although that was the first stop of the^te after 
it left Dallas* Fortunateltj. Herron met me and I was able to get spare clothing* The 
e%arrassed airline provided a toilet kit* And when I finally got my luggage, it was in 
bad shape*, as had happened before. I recall in particular the time I had made the first 

public use, in Minneapolis, of the picture and sketch the FBI. still lias not returned in 

(SU»ni+!)c>lhJ^ 

the King case and immediately after I got the John i! ' i artin / iilm no copy of which the FBI 

A 

has yet provided* 

When I got to N*0* late Friday night and had no luggage it wa 3 too late to see 
Garrison and his supposedly exciting material* I did this the next morning, Saturday, and 
left for home Saturday evening* The excitement was over a print of the WDSU footage* It 

\ 

.was not a good print, a remote generation. Mine, made from the WDSU file copy at Pan- 
American, was much better* (As protection I*d had two prints of the footage made, 

I 

desiring to have stills made from it* The copy I mailed for the stills to be made never 

\ - 

gjpt there.! have the other print.) 

m 

It turned out that Rush* s parents had been phoned and that they had given Rush's 

Sanj^i Francisco address and phone. Garrison or his people had phoned f* Bill Turner and 

asked him to got the stills from Rush. Instead Turned had had a poor copy made of the 
0CW* u 

movid and it to arriaon, who waa quite excited, imagining he saw Clay Shaw in it* 

C harks / UM 

That day I also interviewed (the known second man in the Oswald literature operation 

I tfii.SUde^ U<C ^r»M^ 

at the ^Tuicn was a marine lieutenant* I have the tape*f Jftiere was a third man, not 

known to him* That day I also got wind of a coining Garrison insanity with which he 

intended to L*»rk the 10th anniversary of the assassination and in time and with some 

effort was able to - prevent it* That day also I initiated two independent investigations 

of the so-called "tramp" pictures the face of one of which is the picture that goes with 

'fkc 

thn r ketch in the king cane. So I recall ik well enough. 



I had been away from home for a month# I was tired and unwell# The day before I waa 



to leave Dallas Garrison phoned and insisted that I had to return to N#0# on my way 
homo because of a major "find" or "discovery” of his* He Insisted to the point where I had 



lane , 



little choice. 

My luggage managed to get lost, although that was the first stop of thet-pris after 
it left Dallas# Fortunately Herron met me and I was able to get spare clothing# The 
embarrassed airline provided a toilet kit* And when I finally got my luggage, it was in 
bad shape*, as had happened before# I recall in particular the time I had made the first 
public use, in Minneapolis, of the picture and sketch the FBI* still has not returned in 
the King case and immediately after I got the J ohn ^artin' film no copy of which the FBI 



has yet provided* 



When I got to N.O# late Friday night and had no luggage it was too late to see 
Garrison and his supposedly exciting material* I did this the next morning, Saturday, and 
left for home Saturday evening* The excitement was over a print of the WDSU footage* It 



was not a good print, a remote generation# Mine, made from the WDSU file copy at Pan- 
American, was much better# (As protection I f d had two prints of the footage made, 
desiring to have stills made from it* The copy I mailed for the stills to be made never 
gpt there. J have the other print#) 

It turned out that Rush f s parents had been phoned and that they had given Rush* a 
Sanj^l Francisco address and phone. Garrison or his people had phoned f* Bill Turner and 
asked him to got the stills from Rush* Instead Turned had had a poor copy made of the 

movid and it to arrison, who was quite excited, imagining he saw Clay Shaw in it* 

C hairU J / M frldiiJr-Lj 

That day I also interviewed (the known second man in the Oswald r l±terature operation 
at the «3i# ^C^thcn v;as a marine lieutenant* I have the tape.f^here was a third man, not 
known to him* That day I also got wind of a coming Garrison insanity with which he 
intended to lark the 10th anniversary of the assassination and in time and with some 



effort was able to- prevent it* That day also I initiated two independent investigations 

of the so-called "tramp” pictures the face of one of which is the picture that goes with 

'flu 

the r ketch in the Ling case. So I recall it well enough* 



When I left N.O. 3 knew how to reach Rush* 

Long before this I held the opinion of Turner I have since seen in FBI records* 

»i *• 

Whether or not he was as he later claimed, a black bag operator for the FBI, he is the one 
former SA of whom I know I can easily believe was fired for both incompetence and 
character flaws* As an investigator he is incompetent* As a writer he is a heavy-handed 
plagiarist who adds only error to the work of others, which is readily identifiable* 

What this incompetent had not done was so simple I asked a subject expert, Paul 
Hoch, to interview Rush. Iloch had never interviewed anyone and was uneasy about it 
but he did see Rush and learned that Turner's interview consisted of boasting how great 
an investigator he was and not asking anything* As I recall, and I'm not digging out 
old records, he told Hoch that he had made no still fior ^himself but that he had 



duplicated the *film before leaving — 

The date of this Branigarf memo'^coincides exactly with my recollection of that trip 
because I left Los Angeles for New Orleans on election day, giving voted by absentee 
ballot much earlier. (Because I was in association with thAse on whom I know the FBI has 
Records I'm surprised that neither the San Francisco nor Los Angeles nor San Diego nor 
any other field office has provided any relevant records in response to my PA requests* 

I made numerous appearances of the kind that have interested the FBI, even on radio and 
TV, in Dallas, which has provided no records relating to them* Some were quite critical of 
the FBI* u work as reflected in my C.A.75-226, which is past oral argument before the 
appeals court this trip for it*) 

This 11/8/68 memo also reflects the existence of other relevant records not provided. 
If they are not inNCfas they should be they have to include San ^ransciso records* If 
^ranigan made any other record of the call from San Francisco I have not seen it in either 
of the FBIHQ files* -g 

The mention earlier of the person Oswald phoned at WDSU is in his addressbook, p*Sw, 
as Bums Rottman, 523^033*1 believe it is Vem, nor Bums* I believe that was Aot the 
WDSU number* - rf7/7\ 

The addressbook is in facsimile in^?ol 16, Exhibit 18, pp* 37 Pf* 



